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UMass Boston and Dana-Farber/Harvard
Cancer Center U54 Partnership Receive $8.5M

Grant Supports Cancer Disparity Research and Training of Minority Researchers

(Boston, October 14, 2016) — The University of Massachusetts Boston and the Dana Farber/Harvard
Cancer Center (DF/HCC) have been granted $8.5 million over five years from the National Institutes of
Health to support their U54 Comprehensive Partnership for Cancer Disparities Research. UMass Boston
and the DF/HCC have been in partnership for over thirteen years, working together to end cancer
disparities and train the next generation of cancer researchers.

The U54 partnership takes a two-pronged approach to cancer research. In addition to funding traineeships
at the undergraduate, graduate, and post-graduate level for underrepresented minority students in the life
sciences, the program funds research that seeks to address disparities in cancer care. Three research
projects are already under way, and more will be added over the next five years.

“UMass Boston is now a hub for training diverse scientists,” said Adan Colon-Carmona, associate
professor of biology at UMass Boston and principal investigator on the U54 partnership. “We’ve had
significant impact locally and regionally in this realm.”

Colon-Carmona is joined this year by co-principal investigator Jill Macoska, director of the Center for
Personalized Cancer Therapy (CPCT) at UMass Boston. Macoska brings new tools to facilitate cutting-
edge cancer research on the campus. Researchers and trainees in the U54 program will make use of the
Genomics Core, a laboratory that features the latest genetic sequencing technology. Macoska says that
giving UMass Boston’s diverse students access to these tools is essential to developing Massachusetts’
workforce.

“Qur students live here and stay here. They need the best training they can get,” said Macoska, “This is a
big goal of the U54 training core and the CPCT.”

Partnering with the Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer Center allows student trainees to learn from scientists in
a world-renowned cancer research and treatment center.

“This renewal speaks to the important work we are doing in partnership with our colleagues from UMass
Boston and addresses the urgent issue of cancer disparities and cancer control through research, training,
and outreach,” said K. Viswanath, professor in the department of Population Sciences at the DF/HCC.
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About UMass Boston

The University of Massachusetts Boston is deeply rooted in the city's history, yet poised to address the
challenges of the future. Recognized for innovative research addressing complex issues, metropolitan
Boston’s public university offers its diverse student population both an intimate learning environment and
the rich experience of a great American city. UMass Boston’s 11 colleges and graduate schools serve
nearly 17,000 students while engaging local and global constituents through academic programs, research
centers, and public service. To learn more, visit www.umb.edu.
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